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where the young Social Democrat lived. They threatened
to beat up or shoot the whole family if Pietrzuch dared to
continue in his obstinacy. Pietrzuch was already in bed
and thought it best to make no reply at all to the threats
of the S.A. This incensed, them so thoroughly that they
forthwith dragged him from his bed and stabbed him in the
back with a knife. When even then he did not attempt to
defend himself or escape, they threw him to the floor, and,
before the eyes of his mother and sister, trampled his whole
body, singling out his face and head for special attention,
until his head was literally reduced to pulp.
The five National Socialist heroes then left the house.
They made their way to the National Socialist inn for which
they had so bravely battled, for a carouse and free beer in
celebration of their victory.
Pietrzuch's relations informed the police. The five
National Socialists were arrested and handed over to the
special tribunal set up by the new decree. This met at
Beuthen four days later, and passed the death sentence.
Until then the S.A. men had believed that crimes of this
kind went*unrewarded, or could at least be committed with
the risk of trifling penalties of imprisonment. When the
death sentence became known there was such a howl of
rage from the S.A. that it was feared their troops would
commit further crimes. No doubt there were methods of
bringing this insubordinate soldiery to reason, but Herr
Hitler considered it advisable to dispatch a telegram of
greeting to the murderers at Beuthen, as a sign of his heart-
felt sympathy. This was the telegram : c My comrades !
Confronted with this monstrous sentence I feel myself united
with you by an unbounded loyalty. From this very moment
your freedom is a point of honour with us. War against a
Government under which such a thing is possible is our
bounden duty.5
The man who had felt himself united in unbounded
loyalty to five ruffians who had trampled to death a defence-
less and blameless opponent was planning at this moment to
become Chancellor of the German Reich.